September — October 2012 Newsletter

From the Minister

Sometimes we in this congregation don’t realize what a gift we have got in our congregation.  We are a group of people who care for and about one another.  This gift, the Body of Christ gathered here, ought to be shared.  Think about it. Where else can you go during the week where…
    -You are asked to ponder matters that are deep, important, and demanding.
    -You are known by your first name and missed when you are absent.
    -You can participate in beautiful music, in a beautiful setting.
    -You can hear talk of a subject that is usually avoided in most of our everyday speech; namely, God.
    -You are encouraged to think beyond the boundaries of your immediate family.
    -You are treated as a valuable and worthy human being, despite your income or your address.
We don’t just “go to church”. WE ARE the church!
 
Council Report

The report from the Pastoral Search Committee on the results of the non-binding ballot taken after the 6/13/12 potluck and special congregational meeting are included elsewhere in this newsletter as well as the next steps in the pastoral search process.

The budget process for 2013 begins in earnest in September with various boards and committees meeting to formulate plans for next year.  Our President, Ron Schwizer, will call a meeting of the Budget Committee to start the compilation of the budget.

Ben Carr and Phil Devenish (Co-Stewardship Directors) David Wildes (Assistant Stewardship Director) and Rev. Keith Bowie will meet to make plans for an every- member canvas this fall.

Happily, the Church Fair and Yard Sale netted over $8,700.00.

On Sunday, 8/16/2012, a special worship service was held followed by a dedication onsite of the Alley Family Habitat home accompanied by delicious refreshments (thanks especially to Priscilla Hirchenhoffer for organizing this).  That event concludes our year-plus-long sponsorship of, fundraising for and volunteering in this effort. In the bulletin that Sunday was an amazingly long list of people, organizations and businesses that helped.  Well done, everyone, and best wishes to the Alley family in their new home!

The hectic pace of the summer will calm after a while.  Council looks forward to a lovely fall and our church’s challenges and joys.
-Linda King, Chair Church Council

Trustees Report

The primary focus of the Trustees during this summer has been our Yard Sale, held in tandem with the Church Fair on August 4th .  We were pleased that a full and energetic contingent helped us on a very, very hot and sunny day!  Our thanks to all who helped in each every capacity!  Financial updates on the money raised via the Trustees Yard as well as other areas of the Church Fair are available elsewhere in this newsletter.

In September and October, we will hone in on the final details necessary to finish up the parsonage so it is ready for occupancy of our settled minister when the time comes.  We have, since the last newsletter, had an electrician bring the electrical panel up to code and change the electricity pole-to-house wires so that the electrical entrance is safe and not within arm’s reach if one stands on the back deck.   We may have an informal open house at the parsonage sometime this fall so that all may see how lovely it is!                
-Linda King, Chairperson

Habitat House Completed

Suffice it to say that, together with Habitat for Humanity of Hancock County, we have completed the new house for Matthew and Jessica Alley and their family, who have moved in and who hosted us for refreshments, tour, and dedication ceremony after church on Sunday, August 19.  Both the sermon preached by Phil Devenish on this occasion and what we hope is a complete list of donors and volunteers are available from the church office.
-Phil Devenish

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Our final Bake Bean Supper for this year will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2012, from 5:00 - 6:30.  The usual Bake Beans, American Chop Suey, Cole Slaw, Rolls, and Pies will be on the menu.  Prices will be $7.00 for adults, children under 12 years of age, $4.00, and under age of 5, free.  Please support this worthwhile fundraiser for the church, as well as eating some delicious food.  A sign up sheet will be posted in the vestry by the middle of September for those who will be willing to help or donate items for the supper.  Any questions, call Priscilla Hirschenhofer. 422-3649.

Choir

Hello singers!   We have experienced a great summer of instrumental music and now I would love to start choir rehearsals and have us start singing in September.   Speak to me after church or write an E-mail to the church and we'll make plans for rehearsals.   Everyone is welcome,  
-Debbie

Flowers

Many thanks to all who contributed flowers and arrangements throughout the summer.  If you would like to provide the flowers for a particular Sunday or contribute toward them, a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board or you can call Johanna at 422-6274.  Volunteers to provide flowers throughout October will be much appreciated as I will be away for many weekends.
-Thanks, Johanna Bazzolo

Wednesday Morning Study Group

The Wednesday Study Group will resume meetings on September 19th through October 17th, led by Rev. Keith Bowie. The Gifts Of The Jews by Thomas Cahill will be the book of discussion.  

Phil Devenish will lead a four-session series of discussions on Wednesday mornings this fall on Alfred North Whitehead’s Religion in the Making (1926).  Whitehead was not only a great mathematician, logician, and philosopher, but also a writer of lucid prose.  Here is an example: “The life of Christ is not an exhibition of over-ruling power.  Its glory is for those who can discern it, and not for the world.  Its power lies in its absence of force.  It has the decisiveness of a supreme ideal, and that is why the history of the world divides at this point of time.”  We will meet from 9-10 on Wednesday, October 24 and 31 and November 7 and 14.  The reading assignments will be short, in order to promote discussion.  Please join in.

Another Successful Fair and Yard Sale!

We did it again!  Our church fair and yard sale was a huge success.  We raised over $8200 which will help support our church activities and also fund some of the financial contributions we make to many local community organizations.  Many thanks to the members and friends of the church whose generous contributions of time, money, and donated goods resulted in a very successful fundraising effort.

It is the close collaboration of the many volunteers and donors working together that makes our annual fair and yard sale day so successful. (Good weather helps, too!)  It has truly evolved into a community event eagerly anticipated by many of our neighbors.  Thanks to everyone for your support and hard work.  We'll be doing it again next year, so mark you calendar now so you'll be ready - Saturday August 3rd!           
 -David Wildes

Pastoral Search Committee

I am pleased to provide the following account of results from the non-binding ballot circulated to Members and Friends for the purpose of providing guidance to the Pastoral Search Committee as we continued our work to find a settled minister for our church.

I. THE PROCESS:

Following the Special Congregational Meeting on June 13, and based on the comments made during that meeting, Doug Kimmel developed a draft ballot. The draft was reviewed and edited by me, Linda King and Judith Crowley.

At its meeting on June 21, Church Council reviewed and approved the ballot for distribution to everyone on the church’s mailing list for the quarterly newsletter, which was mailed by Vicky Espling late in the last week of June. The return date for ballot was set at Wednesday, July 11. Ballots could be returned by mail or by placing them in a ballot box in church. 

We received a total of 59 individuals responses by the end of the deadline date. All responses received were included in the following tabulations.

II. BALLOT RESULTS

Minister: Please mark your preference (only one choice).

20.3 % I feel it is very important to have a full-time minister and I am willing to increase my pledge significantly if necessary.

35.6% I feel it is desirable to have a full-time minister and am willing to work with others to  help raise the necessary funds.

32.2% I feel it would be good to have a full-time minister, but under the present circumstances we cannot afford more than a 3/4 time minister.

11.9% I feel we do not need a full time minister at this time.

Parsonage I: Please mark your preference (only one choice).

23.73% I feel the new minister should live in the parsonage and this should be part of the requirement in the search.
25.42% I feel it is desirable for the new minister to live in the parsonage, but this should not be a requirement in the search as long as the minister lives in the Town of Hancock.

32.20% I feel it is desirable for the new minister to live in the parsonage, but this should not be a requirement in the search as long as the minister is involved in local community activities.
18.64% Where the minister lives should be irrelevant in the search for the best minister.

Parsonage II:  If the new minister does not live in the parsonage... Please indicate your preference (1=Highest; 3=Lowest).

It should be sold as soon as possible at a price approved by the membership.
    Choice 1: 49.2%    Choice 2: 10.3%    Choice 3: 11.9%    

It should be rented through some sort of arrangement that does not involve the Board of Trustees (e.g. an independent board of overseers).
    Choice 1: 30.5%    Choice 2: 15.3%    Choice 3: 10.3%%    

Some other use of it should be sought through a local community agency or organization.
    Choice 1: 8.5%    Choice 2: 6.8%    Choice 3: 13.6%    

NOTE:
Many respondents indicated only one choice for the Parsonage II question. Others ranked them as requested. As a result, total responses do not add up to 100% for any of the statements.
 
III. OUR CONTINUING WORK

The next phase of our work will begin on Monday, August 27. Rev. Susie Craig will meet with the Pastoral Search Committee to deliver the first set of candidate profiles and to provide guidance on the process of reading and evaluating them.

From that point on, any and all discussions about candidates and the search process will remain strictly confidential and may not be shared with anyone outside the Committee.

We are all sincerely grateful for the trust that Council and the Congregation have bestowed upon us, and look forward to the day when we can present to all our choice of a candidate for a new settled minister.    
-Ron Schwizer, Chair, Search Committee

Weddings

August 18, 2012:
Derek Wilbur and Tyne Foss
officiated by Rev. Keith Bowie

Condolences

Our condolences go out to Clay and Marcia Nowell on the death of her mother, Dorothy Cole. July 2, 2012

Thanks

The Hancock Boy Scout troop is grateful for the many donations of returnable bottles and cans which have been provided by church members and others in our community.  These donations are an important source of funds to help defray expenses for activities.  If you have returnables to donate, call David Wildes and Cynthia Wood at 422-3739 and we will come and pick up your bottles and cans.  If you prefer, you may drop off your bottles and cans at Hancock Redemption, behind Hancock Grocery.  Just let the redemption folks know that you want to donate your returnables to the Boy Scouts. 
-Cynthia Wood, Troop 94 Committee Chair
