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From the Pastor’s Desk...


Advent is here.  The liturgical color is a peaceful, meditative blue.  For Christians, nothing says spirituality like Advent.  The harvest is in, our pledges have been made, and our thanks have been given.  Now comes the season to settle into a cozy time dedicated to our interior life.


Interior life?  What’s that?  Newspaper headlines, mega-mall megaphones, and television barkers shout at us every day: ONLY ## SHOPPING DAYS TIL X-MAS!  BLACK FRIDAY INDICATES ECONOMIC DOWNTURN!  TELL YOUR PARENTS NOW TO BUY YOU A BARBIE OR A G.I. JOE!  We are bombarded with advertisements not only to buy! buy! buy! but to turn Christmas into a manic, spiritless holiday of compulsion and greed to fill the void within us. 


Does December have to be like this?  Or do we have a choice?


Walter Brueggemann, a contemporary UCC theologian, writes a lot about time.  Who controls your time?  You or others?  In his short readable book, The Prophetic Imagination, Brueggemann explores biblical themes around the issue of who controls our time.  Are we mindlessly controlled by the external culture around us, or by our own internal spirit?  The “prophetic imagination” is the ability of each of us to imagine a life set free from the dominant culture and given the freedom to control our own time.

Spirituality is about returning your time, your life, to you.  In the Exodus story, Pharaoh controls the slaves’ time until God sets them free to live an alternative life of freedom.  In Luke’s Christmas story, God turns the dominant culture upside down through the birth of God’s Spirit embodied in Jesus, which gives us the freedom to imagine a life radically inverted in which angel choirs sing not to aristocrats in castles but to shepherds in the field.

The tricky part is that in order to have an interior life you need to, well, have an interior life.  The dominant culture depends on us not having an internal life.  They do everything they can through commercials and peer pressure to pull us out into an exterior life in which we lose control of ourselves.  (Oh, I need a fur coat; I need to buy junk for people; I need a holiday cruise to feel full!)  The Pharaohs and Herods of today depend on you being so consumed by the frenzy of consuming that you never stop to think, to imagine that your life could be different.  It could be simple.  It could be your own!  That is the promise of Advent.


Part of why we gather together as a church is to be an alternative community that supports each other in our desire to live alternative personal lives––“in the world, but not of it,” as Jesus said.  While society is hectic, we are calm.  While the dominant culture promotes immediate gratification and credit card debt, we practice pregnant patience and watchful waiting.  While the pressure mounts to eat, drink and be merry with people we hardly know, we may choose instead to spend a silent night at home writing Christmas cards by candlelight to far away family and old friends whom we truly love...a love that truly fills us.


On Wednesday nights this Advent, we will gather as a church to support each other in our desire to simplify our lives, nurture our inner spirits, and be mindful of using our time wisely.  December 4, 11 & 18 at 7 PM we will sing Holden Evening Prayer together, a lovely service-in-song that lasts about 40 minutes.  On Sunday, December 15, at 5:00, we will gather at church for our annual potluck and community Carol Sing—invite your friends and neighbors.  We will also go caroling Friday the 13th (bring a flashlight and some cookies 


December Birthdays
04:  *Gary* Edwards
*Chris* LaMotte

05:  *Sonny* Mehl

10:  *Bill* Reeve

15:  *Frank* Dorsey

16:  *Ashley* Johnson

18:  *Barbara* Reeve

30:  *Marcia* Stratton

*Charlene* Springer

Anniversaries

15:  Baxter & *Priscilla* Jones 
29:  *Dennis* & *Gretchen* Doucette
30: *Keith* & *Pam* Bowie

and we’ll meet at the church at 6 pm and car-pool) to some members who are homebound.  On Christmas Eve at 9:00 we’ll have a traditional Readings & Carols candlelight service, this year including a children’s pageant.

It may be hectic, brash and commercialized all around us, but we can find love and inner peace right here at our church for free, embracing the spirituality of our childhoods while offering that gift to a new generation.  We can practice Advent together.
With you in God’s grace,
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Pastor Dan

THE WAR ON ADVENT

Diana Butler Bass 

Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas! Joyful Whatever!


With FOX News screaming that those who refuse to say “Merry Christmas” are secular collaborators of the “War on Christmas,” I confess that I am confused.  FOX holds itself up as the network that stands for traditional values and defends America and Christianity from heresies and infidelities of all sorts.


Did FOX get the wrong memo?  According to ancient Christian tradition, “Christmas” is not the December shopping season; rather, it is Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and the Twelve Days following.  During most of December, Christians observe Advent, a four-week season of reflection, preparation and waiting that precedes the yearly celebration of Jesus’ birth.  


In mainstream (and even liberal and progressive) churches, no Christmas hymn will pass the lips of a serious churchgoer for that month.  If you wander into a mainline Protestant or Roman Catholic parish, the congregation will still be chanting the meditative tones of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel or Watchman, Tell Us of the Night.  There are no poinsettias, no brash lights, no showy trees, no gaudy red and green altar linens.  Just four candles in a simple wreath.  The mood is meditative and the color is blue as December moves toward deeper 

darkness and longer nights.  The world waits.  It is time to prepare for the arrival of God’s kingdom.  It is not Christmas.  It’s Advent.


During these four weeks, there is a quiet sense of hope and expectation.  Christians recollect God’s ancient promise to Israel for a kingdom where lion and lamb will lie down together.  Pastors preach from biblical texts about the poor and oppressed being lifted up while the rich and powerful are cast down, about oppression ceasing and society equalized.  Christians remember the Hebrew prophets and long for a Jewish Messiah to be born.  The Sunday readings call for social justice, and sermons are preached about the cruelty of ancient Rome and political repression.  Hymns anticipate world peace and universal harmony.  Churchgoers listen to the biblical testimony of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, who says:


God has scattered the arrogant and


brought down the powerful from their thrones. 


God has lifted up the lowly, 


filled the hungry with good things,


and sent the rich away empty.

Does FOX News want us all to say “Merry Christmas” so that we forget about Advent?  These are, after all, the four weeks that the Christian tradition dedicates to God’s vision of justice for the outcast and oppressed, not to celebrating the sound of ringing cash registers or Victorian social values.


Ancient Christians would be horrified that those who claim to stand for tradition have forgotten the most important aspect of it.  Jesus Christ was not born so that humans would spend December shopping or saying, “Merry Christmas.”  Jesus was born to confront the rulers of this world with the love and justice of God.  This Jesus who preached that the poor and marginalized are blessed is our “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  All earthly powers pale before him, the humble-born one who will die a political traitor to Rome.


Perhaps FOX thinks that it might be best if Christians do not spend too much time contemplating a Savior who promised to overthrow the powers-that-be in 
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Congratulations to Kathy Hisler and Russell Bickford who were married here on October 5, 2013 by Beverly Snow Palmer, Justice of the Peace.
Congratulations to Kimberlea Jo Bridges and Steven Frederick Atherton, Jr. who were married here on October 26, 2013 by Pastor Charles Kelley.

The congregation is invited to the wedding of

Brad Nadeau and Norm Bamford

Saturday, December 21, at 6:00 pm

at our church.

Reception in the social hall.

Stewardship Campaign Report
The Stewardship Committee reports, with gratitude, that as of November 16 we have received 43 pledges in the amount of $59,025 from members and friends of our church. This dollar amount pledged is approximately $9,000 less than was pledged last year. We have sent out an additional sixteen follow-up letters to people who have pledged in past years.

At this mid-November date we have received ten pledges less than $500, six between $500 and $1000, twelve between $1000 and $1500, seven between $1500 and $2000, five between $2000 and $2500, one between $2500 and $3000, one between $3000 and $3500, and one above $3500. 

Willing and committed volunteers who contacted church members and friends were Doug Kimmel, Ron Schwizer, Bill Reeve, Tamara Crowley, and Johanna Bazzolo, as well as the Stewardship Co-chairmen Phil Devenish and Ben Carr. Many thanks to you for your good work!

Last year, our worship on Stewardship Sunday focused on giving and was followed by a congregational chowder lunch in the vestry. This year our Covenant Sunday worship again focused on stewardship, and members of the congregation took advantage of the opportunity to share their feelings about our church. At the conclusion of the service we all safely crossed Route 1 to share refreshments at Pastor Dan’s invitation in the newly refurbished parsonage and to rejoice in how he has settled in to his new surroundings.

Philip Devenish& Ben Carr

Stewardship Co-Chairs
   The first part of the Annual Meeting of Union Congregational Church of Hancock, UCC for Sunday, December 8, 2013 immediately following morning worship. The purpose is to elect officers, board and committee members, to adopt the annual operating budget, and to transact other necessary business.  


favor of a kingdom where the poor are blessed and the last shall be first.  That’s probably bad for business and does not fit with their favored political philos-ophy.  So maybe, just maybe, the real war of this season is the War on Advent.

--Diana Butler Bass, PhD, is a New York Times religion commentator
The Advent Wish Tree
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Can it be possible that it is Emmaus Adopt-a-family time already?!?!  Sister Lucille will be sending us our church’s list of children and their Christmas wishes by November 9 or so.   We are hoping to have the Wish Tree set up in the social hall on November 17 if you are interested in purchasing a gift for a child.  We will deliver our gifts back to the Emmaus Homeless Shelter on December 9.     

   Currently, I do not know if the gifts are to be gift wrapped or not…that always seems to be somewhat of a mystery.  Hopefully, there will be an answer to this and other secrets of the universe soon.

                           -Johanna Bazzolo. Board of Outreach
Free Workshops

Our church is holding two free workshops for ourselves and the wider community on Thursday afternoons in November and December at the church:

1)   The Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare) -- December 5 at 2 PM led by Susan Farley, the certified Health Care Navigator for Hancock County. It will include a video presentation about the ACA’s coverage, information about the insurance exchange available for residents of Maine, and suggestions about avoiding fraudulent Web sites and misinformation.

2)   Avoiding financial fraud on December 12 at 2 PM led by Jim Batchelder from Camden National Bank in Ellsworth.     

           -Doug Kimmel
 




Our Communion


At a recent meeting, the deacons discussed how we share communion.  Several deacons expressed concern that many of us have a hard time carrying the heavy trays around the congregation…in addition to the burden of cleaning up all the little cups afterward.  A preference for intinction was expressed.  There was agreement that while communion in the pews can be a more inwardly meditative experience, coming forward for communion has a more “community celebration” feel and is more child-friendly because it’s an activity.


Pastor Dan suggested that, since Advent and Lent are more meditative times, we do communion in the pews in those seasons and intinction at other times.  The deacons agreed.  Dan added that while he likes the individualism that communion in the pews represents, intinction allows him to make personal contact with every person in the congregation, which he values a lot.      

Tamara Crowley

Minister of Children and Young Families

At the October church council meeting, Pastor Dan shared that he had recruited Norm Bamford to be our volunteer “Minister of Children and Young Families.”  Norm has experience in this type of ministry and substituted for Dan while he led some of our members on an educational field trip to Faith UCC in Hartford.  After detailed discussion, the council voted to give their unanimous support.

Norm Bamford


I live in Sullivan.  I was in the Air Force for 10 years.  Since leaving the military, I have held jobs as an electrician and maintenance man.  Now I work for Northeast Burglar and Fire Alarm installing and maintaining protection systems.  I was the minister of Light House Bible Church in Columbia Maine and assistant minister in two other churches before coming out of the closet in 2011.  I have five children: Jacob, Joshua, Christina-Renee (aka Bina), Lillian and Carolyn.  I am very excited to become a part of this wonderful congregation! 

Dan Geslin


I grew up in a small town like Hancock on the Mississippi River in rural Minnesota.  After attending St. Olaf College, I went to seminary in California for my master’s degree in ministry and later in Colorado for my doctorate in liturgy and preaching.  I have served UCC congregations in Minneapolis, Cleveland and Denver, each for about 7 years.  I love my work and like to travel, collect art, and follow my dog, Pip, on his walks around town.  I came to live by the ocean, but I’m staying because of the brilliant cast of characters that makes up our church!
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Pilgrim Guild December Sale

    The Pilgrim Guild will be holding its Annual December Sale again this year.  Your support has always been greatly appreciated.  Contact Gertrude Wildes (422-3539) for information.
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MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Renata Moise


I am from Hancock.  As a matter of fact, I was born in the upstairs of the house my parents lived in on Point Road!  I have lived in Hancock all of my life except for the years 1991 through 1994.  I work for Maine Coast Memorial Hospital as a Certified Nurse Midwife—I was an RN first, and then obtained graduate training.  In Maine, certified nurse midwives have independent practice authority, and here at MCMH we have full hospital privileges, which is unique and progressive.  Our practice group of four Nurse Midwives does about 80% of the births at MCMH—all in the hospital.  We also see patients in the office for checkups, pre-natal care, and so forth.  I find our church to be a place of warm spiritual comfort and intellectual stimulation.  It is a place where I can hold my own somewhat non-conformist views without censure, and I enjoy the love and acceptance shared at Hancock Congregational UCC.  The blue ceiling and high windows of the church give me a feeling of true “sanctuary” from the stresses of the world.  During the years I lived in Philadelphia, I transferred my membership to the Quaker Meeting there, but resigned my membership when I left the city.  I have found our Hancock church to be my true church “home,” especially with Dan as our pastor.  It pleases me to re-join in an official way!

Brad Nadeau


I originated and grew up in Millinocket.  I now reside in Sullivan.  After years of office and customer service oriented jobs, I have currently found my passion in gardening and landscaping.  I’m very excited about joining the Hancock church.  I feel that I can learn a lot here as well as bring some new ideas with me.  I’m excited about contributing some improvements to the grounds and helping Ruth with the upcoming meditation garden.


Under Pastor Dan’s supervision, Norm will volunteer as our Minister of Children and Young Families.  He will do things like “Children’s Time” in the service on Sunday mornings, be a resource for the Education Committee, reach out to young adults and young families, and other things agreed upon.  In exchange, our church will serve as Norm’s “home base” should he decide to pursue the status of “Commissioned Minister” in the UCC, a certification program for lay people to work as ministers at churches in our denomination.  Welcome Norm!






   -Judi Crowley, clerk

Christmas Pageant


Our growing Sunday School will present a pageant of biblical proportions at our Christmas Eve service. Our children will work with their teachers on putting it together in their Sunday School classes during Advent as they prepare the way for the coming of the Christ child.  You can help!  We need costumes, a manger, a star, whatever!  See me and education chair, Barb Reeve, with your ideas.





 -Norm Bamford

Church Meditation Garden


Some time ago, I mentioned to Dan that I thought it might be a nice idea for the church to have a meditation garden on our lot between the parsonage and the store.  Dan said it sounded like a great idea and that I should talk with the trustees about it.  The trustees agreed and have begun looking into how to get free trees to plant.  Others I have talked with also like the idea.  In fact, one person enthusiastically said, “I'll donate a bank of trees or two!”


I am envisioning something similar to a small Asticou garden like the one in Northeast Harbor.  Ours would include various flowers, shrubs and trees laid out along winding paths with private benches for people to sit, meditate, and talk.  It would be a way that our church can give to the wider community as well as to ourselves.  Of course, growing this garden would be a gradual process over many years.  There are many questions to be tackled.  But I am thinking that planning such a garden would be a nice winter project.

If you would like to be involved in such an ongoing project, please talk with me.  Thanks!







     -Ruth Dietze

Renewing Our Church


I want to share with you my dreams and ideas about refreshing and enlivening our church’s social hall and choir room.  This has been growing within me, and I wonder if others might agree.  I have talked with the trustees and they have given me a “green light” to begin.


Often we block out the details of places we spend time in if they are cluttered or worn.  All of us, of course, have different tastes and our homes are decorated in different styles, but we all care about where we live.  Our living spaces contribute to our mood and our spirit.  This is all the more reason to do what we can to make our church social areas as inviting and beautiful as possible.  I think that such changes would not only make us feel better about ourselves as a church, but encourage visitors to come back.  Such changes could also help us generate more rental income.


When I enter our sanctuary, my soul soars with joy.  The beauty of the tall ceilings painted blue, the simple lines and high windows make it an amazing space.  But when I enter the social areas, I feel un-enlivened.  Not by the people (I love the people!) but in a similar way to how the institutional feel of a doctor’s office can affect us negatively.  I am brought down by the old fluorescent lights (some of which have yellowed and let off a loud buzz) low over my head; the worn, well used, but very spotted carpets; the clutter of filing cabinets, piled books, unused television sets, and 40-year-old decorating.  So I am feeling an urge from within to begin to talk with others about how together we can begin to form a vision of how our church social areas might be refreshed and improved. 


Making such improvements would be a several-step process, but also a community-building process for our congregation.  The first step is to clean out what we are not using and is cluttering our space.  I am happy to start this, and Tamara has also expressed a desire to help.  I realize that clutter to some may be treasures for others, so I am asking for as much feedback as possible.  If items still have some use, let’s store them out of sight.  I envision that this clearing and cleaning will take 4 to 6 weeks, with input from whoever wants a say. 


Once these areas have been cleared and cleaned, the vision of what is possible will come clear.  Some things would be simple, such as new coats of paint on walls and woodwork.  The trustees pointed out to me that some furniture could be rearranged to enhance traffic-flow at events and crowded Sundays.


Other parts of the unfolding vision will be bigger.  They might involve the floors, the lighting, and other things we can do to reshape the space.  For example, Mr. Peter Knuppel, an internationally-known lighting designer who lives on Punkinville Road, has offered his consulting services to our church for free to help us figure out how we can make our social spaces more attractive and enjoyable. 

I realize that money is a legitimate concern, but we have to start somewhere.  It doesn’t cost anything to create a vision for improving the beauty of our space.


I believe that refreshing and renewing our church’s social areas is imperative in our efforts to grow our church.  As more newcomers are inspired by Pastor Dan on Sunday mornings, let’s help them continue to feel “up” when they come into the beauty of our social areas.  Please talk with me about any ideas you may have.  Let’s see where our mutual vision takes us!

-Renata Moise
Thank You

I want to thank everyone for making Finley's christening an incredibly special event in his life.  Thank you for the wonderful birthday card.  It is on the wall in his room.  I am very thankful that my son is part of something bigger than himself and will have the opportunity to be raised in a congregation that believes in love, forgiveness and equality.


      -Amanda Schaefer

Flowers

Thanks to everyone who has provided flowers over the last several months.  It is much appreciated!  
-Johanna Bazzolo
Advent Schedule





Wednesdays at 7 pm—a brief service in song


December 4, 11, 18





Community Carol Sing—December 15


Potluck at 5—Carols at 6





Christmas Caroling


Friday the 13—meet at church at 6 pm


Bring a flashlight and cookies to share!





Christmas Eve—9 pm


with Children’s Pageant!











