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Congregation Votes Overwhelmingly to Call The Rev. Dr. Daniel M. Geslin as Our Next Settled Minister
 
   On Saturday, February 23, forty-six members of our congregation gathered at the church for a potluck supper to meet for the first time the candidate nominated by the Pastoral Search Committee to be our next settled minister. The Reverend Dr. Daniel M. Geslin arrived early to greet folks as they arrived. Following the meal, Dan spoke about his background and faith journey and answered questions from the floor. When the conversation ended—one and a half hours later—we had a very clear sense of our candidate’s depth of faith and strength of character. 
   The storm predicted for Sunday held off long enough for more than seventy members and friends to gather for the worship service at 10 AM, at which Reverend Geslin preached a sermon titled “Gallons and Gallons of Grace.” Following the service, Rev. Geslin left the sanctuary, and President Ron Schwizer called to order the Special Congregational Meeting to vote on the nominee. Prior to the vote, David Wildes—a member of the Search Committee—read the following statement: 

    “Before the Search Committee was established to find a new minister for our congregation, we had a Vision Committee. I served on that Committee. At the time the Vision Committee was established, we knew we were about to enter a time of transition. We knew there would soon be a ministerial vacancy and that we would soon be starting the process of looking for a new pastor. We also realized it would be smart for our congregation to think about our past history together, critique our present status, and establish some long range goals for our congregation before a new minister came on board. Our congregation subsequently adopted a vision statement – a set of goals that would help us get beyond our present status and open our eyes to how we could be a more active and energetic congregation in the future. 
    The following are a few of the goals our congregation set for ourselves: • Maintain the quality of our worship services, as they are the central activity of our congregation. • Initiate new efforts to assimilate children, youth, and their families into the life of our church. • Respond more intentionally to the variety of needs of persons within the church family, visiting them in their homes, in hospitals, and in nursing and retirement homes. • Develop a strategy for welcoming and assimilating visitors and new participants more fully into the life of the church. • Create programs and ministries that may attract and benefit the residents of the communities we serve. 
Our congregation decided these goals were important, and the Search Committee used them as benchmarks when evaluating the candidates we considered in the search process. 
After studying in detail the qualifications and life experiences of 30 candidates who expressed an interest in becoming our minister, I believe the candidate who is with us today, Rev. Dan Geslin, is the best person to lead us into the future and help us achieve the long term goals our congregation seeks to achieve. 
    Rev. Geslin is the first and only choice of the Search Committee, and our decision to recommend him to you is unanimous. 
    Rev. Geslin has demonstrated real world experience establishing and helping congregations grow. 
    Rev. Geslin is a creative and dynamic preacher who will help us bridge old traditions with relevant contemporary issues and concerns. 
    Rev. Geslin will live in our parsonage and be a member of the Hancock community. 
    Rev. Geslin will, by virtue of his academic training and more than 25 years of pastoral experience, help us transform our vision goals into practical reality. 
    These are just a few of the reasons why I believe Dan Geslin should be our next minister. Thank you for making the effort to be here today. 
    Selecting a new minister is one of the most important decisions a church family ever has to make. I urge your support for the nomination before you today.”
 
   Two other Search Committee members made brief comments. Questions or comments were invited from the congregation. There were none. Roberta Scott offered commendations to the Search Committee. 
    The members of the church then voted on the question, “How do you vote on the recommendation of the Pastoral Search Committee to offer a call to Rev. Daniel M. Geslin to serve as our next settled minister?” 
   Myrna Coffin and Katharine Thompson counted the ballots, and Ron Schwizer, Church President, announced the results: 52 YES, 4 NO. The call was approved by 93% of the members present and voting. Rev. Geslin is expected to take residence in Hancock on May 1. 
    Rev. Geslin re-entered the sanctuary to a standing ovation and the congregants then filed into the vestry to meet Dan Geslin and congratulate him personally. 
    The members of the Pastoral Search Committee have been truly honored to serve our church over the past fourteen months, and look forward to the months and years ahead with much anticipation and excitement. 
—Tamara Crowley, Bill Reeve, Ruth Dietze, Frank Dorsey, Edie Lounder, Ron Schwizer,  Fran Trefts, David Wildes 

From the Minister—
One of the books we read in Wednesday Morning study group last year was How the Irish Saved Civilization.  We learned about Saint Patrick, who was captured from his home in Britain as a teenager, and taken to Ireland where he worked in the fields as a slave for six long years.  During his captivity, he grew close to God and one night he heard a mysterious voice telling him that a ship had come to take him home.  He escaped to a port 200 miles away, where a ship did indeed return him to his family.  Back at home, in a vision, he heard another voice call him, “We beg you to come and walk among us once more.”  Try though he might, he could not put the Irish out of his mind.  After that he returned to Ireland, the place of his captivity, as a Christian missionary.  He built the church in that beautiful land and as they say, the rest is history.  But is it true?

In a story reported on by all four of the gospel writers, 5,000 people wanted to eat, but they only had a few loaves and fishes among them.  By the time Jesus had them share, everyone ate their fill.  Again, an amazing story, but is it true?

There are no shortage of theories to try to enlighten us as to what really happened.  One theory about St. Patrick claims that the lives of two men were wedded to form the legend of the one.  One theory explains that the miracle of the loaves and the fishes is a result of the unexpected generosity of a crowd of people who had extra food in their pockets.

What about you?  Do you see all of this as a problem to be solved, all neat and tidy?  Or do you see it as a mystery to be entered into with more illumination the further one goes?  (Don’t worry.  This is not a test.  And I won’t chastise or rebuke you if your answer differs from mine!)

In The Good Book, Peter J. Gomes quotes Princeton theologian Diogenes Allen on the difference between a problem and a mystery (p. 328).  Allen says, “Mysteries to be known must be entered into.”  He then goes on: “For we do not solve mysteries; we enter into them.  The deeper we enter into them, the more illumination we get.  Still greater depths are revealed to us the further we go.”  It is not so with problems.  “When a problem is solved, it is over and done with.  We go on to other problems…But a mystery once recognized is something we are never finished with.  It is never exhausted.  Instead, we return to it again and again and it unfolds new levels to us…We live in a universe permeated by a divine reality whose hem we touch when we encounter mysteries.”

In a culture that laboriously hunts for proof, I seek mystery and beauty, where five loaves and a couple of fish can be transformed into abundance.  May Easter be approached with a holy imagination!
—Rev. Keith Bowie

Wayward Congregationalists…

…reporting in from the varied locations called home during the winter months are as follows:

Fran and Bob Courchesne winter at St. James City on Pine Island near Ft. Myers on the west coast of FL.  They are extremely busy enjoying a variety of activities from attending musicals on the mainland to biking and knitting.  Fran is currently performing in a Variety Show, a take off on Bob Hope’s “Tribute to the U.S.O.”  Fran is singing a solo, “Where the Boys Are, ” a song that was sung by Connie Francis in the 1967 show in Viet Nam.  They plan to return to Maine in mid April.  

It was so good to hear from Vivian Foss who is teaching at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.  She has been very busy in a snowy winter teaching a writing seminar for first-year students entitled “Endangered Oceans,” and for more advanced student writing about Sciences and Shakespeare.  She reports that her calico cat, “Aunt Bea,” sleeps all afternoon while she’s at class.  (Sure beats spending time outdoors in cold Wisconsin.)

Phoebe Devenish writes that they are well in Pigeon Bay, N.Z.  Whoops, not totally.  Seems that Phillip, even though he is on the mend, had a bad fall guiding hunters in the Southern Alps of New Zealand (broken ribs, collapsed lung, helicopter evacuation, five days in the hospital, etc.)  Fortunately for Phil he has a good full time nurse looking after him.  Although Phoebe is not working at a paying nursing job this year, seems she is fully employed at home.  Their daughter, Miranda and family have moved to Waldoboro only 87 miles from them in Hancock rather than the original 2000+ as before.  Miranda’s husband, Jason, is the detective for the police department.  Benjamin and Philip, their sons, have discovered their first Maine winter. Phil and Phoebe will return to Hancock when the days are longer in Maine than they are in the Southern Hemisphere.

Sally Knapp reported from Pennsylvania that she is soon to head to Colorado for a week’s visit.  Sally knows it is a strange complaint but they have had so little snow and that equates into no cross-country skiing.  I think her problem will be solved in Colorado.  Have fun skiing, Sally.  

We love bragging Grandmother news and we have it from Lee Swift who writes from N.C.  Her Grandson Andrew Baker (21 years old) has recently won 4 gold, 2 silver and a bronze medal in snow skiing which qualified him for the Nationals in Colorado next April. The last gold medal won was at Sugar Loaf, ME.   His goal of securing a spot on the US ski team is getting closer.  Hope we see him during the 2014 winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.  He will have a fan club in Hancock, ME.

Mimi Busch tells me that she can feel spring in the air and knows that heralds the return to Hancock.  She can’t wait!  In the meanwhile she is planning a trip to the Florida Keys.  

Jean and Bob Foss now in Carefree, AZ send their greetings to all and say they look forward to their return in the spring.  They plan to make a quick trip to Hancock in April and then return again for the summer. 
 
Beryl Crosby also sends greetings.  She and Oliver are enjoying their new abode and finding an abundance of interesting new friends in the process.  

One of the highlights of our winter in Miami is an upcoming visit from the Hirschenhofers.  We will have to share them as they are going to check in with the Byrant’s on Sanibel Island and also stop en-route to visit other friends in St. Augustine.  Priscilla reports that even though they have not had much snow in Pennsylvania they are still looking forward to warm sunny days in Florida.   

I join all in sending our greetings and good wishes to the folks in our church family in Hancock.   —Cookie Thelen

Easter Season Services

Palm Sunday, March 24th, 10:00 AM.  Blessing and Distribution of Palms.

Maundy Thursday, March 28th: A Maundy Thursday service will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM. 

Easter Sunday, March 31st: The Sunrise service will be held at Tidal Falls at 6:00 AM again this year. 
 
Kenny Stratton and crew are once again going to cook and host the “after sunrise service” breakfast.  If you’re not up for the service, still plan on enjoying Kenny’s breakfast.  A donation bowl will be available, suggested donation, $5, to help with the cost of the breakfast. 

Regular worship service at 10:00 AM Sunday March 31.

News From the Maine Conference, UCC

The Rev. Richard W. Cowles Jr. began work as Interim Conference Minister on January 1, 2013.  Rev. Cowls had been a Regional Conference Minister in New York for 10 years and most recently a designated Pastor in Lancaster, PA.  Rick, who has had over 25 years as a local pastor, is a graduate of Andover Newton Theological School.  See the bulletin board for a more complete biographical sketch.

The Maine Conference office will be moving from its current location in Yarmouth to its new location in Augusta around mid-April.  It will thus be more centrally located to serve all the churches in Maine and will provide additional meeting space.

Plans are currently underway for a fall trip to Turkey, October 21-31.  Rev. Bryan Breault and Rev. Susie Craig will host this trip to a land of mystery and legend, with history and culture at every turn.  The underground city of Cappadocia, the Blue Mosque in Istanbul, the ancient city of Ephesus and more await.  For all interested, there will be an informational meeting on Saturday, March 23rd at South Parish Church in Augusta from 2-4 PM.

The following churches have become Open and Affirming in the last few weeks:
    Winthrop Congregational Church
    Union Congregational Church of Ellsworth Falls
    First Congregational Church in Wiscassett

Dates for the 2013 Maine Conference Annual Meeting are Friday, May 31st and Saturday, June 1st To be held at the university of Maine in Farmington.

Early Alert Notification! Mark Your Calendars!

   This summer’s Church Fair and Yard Sale will be held on Saturday August 3rd.  Please mark your calendars so you will be available to help with our biggest fundraiser of the year.
   We need all church members and friends to participate. Our church budget calls for us to raise $7,500 that day. It will be a challenge, but we can do it with your generous donations of time and goods. 
    It’s not too early to start thinking about how you can contribute to the success of the day. Please keep the fair and yard sale in mind as you clean up from winter and get ready for spring and summer. Please save the date as you plan your vacation and summer activities. The financial well-being of the church is greatly dependent on everyone helping with this important fundraising activity. We will begin more detailed planning later this spring, so stay tuned for further information. If you have questions or suggestions, please call David Wildes at 422-3739. Thank you in advance for your help and support. 
—David Wildes

Bottles for Boy Scouts 
The Hancock Boy Scouts continue to need your redeemable bottles and cans to raise funds for camp this summer.  Please call David Wildes or Cynthia Wood at 422-3739 to arrange a pick-up. 

Remember to “Spring Forward” Sunday March 10th at 2:00 AM.

