From the Minister’s Desk

Communication is vital to a congregation or to any other organization.  It is the hope that members and friends are well informed regarding upcoming church events.  The plan is to have a Newsletter every other month.  This issue will cover September and October and the next one November and December, and so on.  In talking with a few key leaders of the church, one idea put forward was of having each Board or committee chairperson contribute a brief article for the newsletter if there is any news to report.  That way it doesn’t fall on one or two persons to gather the news.  So I’m sure if each leader would consider doing this, we would have enough news every other month to have an informative letter.  Also, and this is most important, please keep the church advised of any changes to your address, telephone number, or e-mail address (if you are connected on-line).  Just give me or Vicky a call at the office.  Leave a message on the answering machine if no one is there.  Send an e-mail to hancockucc@myfairpoint.net if you prefer.  But, please, make sure we are current and up to date with those things.  Thanks.  Keith 
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Habitat for Humanity Project—
32 Stratton Lane!

We have made tremendous preliminary progress on the Habitat for Humanity house for which our church is a sponsor.  Gen. Kenny Stratton has had his troops at work for six workdays, and he estimates that they have felled over 60 trees and made some very impressive brush piles for burning later on.  There are photos on the vestry bulletin board of those who have been helping: Clint Ritchie, Peter Bryant, Jeanne Edwards, Steve Coffin, Steve Cooper, Billy O’Meara, Clayton Nowell, Clancy, Linda, and Dennis King, Matthew Alley, Bob Courchesne, David Wildes, Frank Dorsey, Lori (Stratton) Jones, Tony Thelen, Jack Hirschenhofer, Orton Preble and Kenny have done the woods work, and Phil Devenish has helped with the recruiting and organizing.  The lot is more than halfway prepared for the site work to begin—setting power poles and running electric line, then excavation and foundation work.  

We had a successful ‘Mini-Pops’ Concert in July put on by musicians from the Monteux School—Broadway, light classics, and even an original jazz composition by one of the conductors!  We made over $1000 from this. 

We are eager for our SECOND FUNDRAISING CONCERT at 7:00pm on Saturday, Sept. 10—organ and Baroque music by the SOMERSET CONSORT, who will even bring their own harpsichord!  PLEASE SUPPORT THIS—the musicians have volunteered their efforts, and WE NEED THE MONEY!  We are all in this together—one church working on the most ambitious project we have ever undertaken!!

Plans are in the works for more events—but we’re not letting these cats out of the bag yet.  What ideas do you have?  Please let Linda King (422-6294) or Phil Devenish (422-6445) know!

Before the snow flies, we should all see the framing of a beautiful, affordable house arise for the Alley family.  There are many great days ahead!!


Trustees

This year, in addition to our regular duties, the Trustees researched and got pricing on our church’s insurance package and went with coverage that was well-priced and more complete (directors and officers liability, “blanket” property insurance, etc.) than previously.  We arranged for and oversaw the construction and installation of new balcony/loft doors and sanctuary door glass panels and the painting of the sanctuary vestibule and, with Charlie and Rich Lewis’ help, cleaned the chandeliers in the sanctuary.  We replaced the phones in the secretary’s and minister’s offices so that there is a more useful phone system including intercom between offices and had the lockset replaced on the secretary’s office so it is now functional.  In August, with much assistance from others, the Trustees had a most successful yard sale.  We look towards facilitating the Christian Education Committee’s plan for the Sunday School room as well as managing and preparing the parsonage for occupancy of our minister, once chosen, and working on our budget for 2012.
Linda King, Chairperson, Trustees




Fair and Yard Sale Wrap Up

 We did It!  Another fantastic success!  Many thanks to the members and friends of the church whose generous contributions of time, money, and goods, resulted in a very successful fair and yard sale. (The day's good weather was also a big help.)  We had a tremendous assortment of yard sale goods which sold  at a very brisk pace,  and the variety of baked goods, jewelry, crafts, knick knacks, and books was outstanding.  The silent auction created a great deal of interest owing to the unique and eclectic assortment of items available for purchase.  The snack bar offered delicious breakfast and lunch food and the dining area provided a good place for folks to sit and chat with friends and neighbors throughout the day.  Many kids had fun getting their faces painted.

We raised almost $7,500 for the day which will be used in accordance with our church budget to support our activities and fund some of the financial contributions we make to many local community organizations.

It is the close collaboration of the many volunteers and donors working together that makes our fundraising efforts worthwhile and successful.  The church fair and yard sale has over the years evolved into a truly community event and many of our neighbors look forward to it.  We'll do it again next year.  Save the date - August 4, 2012! 


Stewardship

In this time of the year when cooler nights and shorter days signal the transition of summer to fall, I am reminded of the fires that are kindled and fed to warm us in the coming winter.  2 Timothy 1:6 says “Rekindle the gift of God that is within you…”  Please consider how you can, through your time, talent and treasure, bring the gifts of God within you to nourish and support our church and God’s work in the coming year.
Linda King, Stewardship Director


The Pilgrim Guild

The Pilgrim Guild will hold it’s Annual Fall Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 8th, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  with set up on Friday the 7th of October.  Donations of fall and/or winter clothing for men, women and children, household linens, bedding, fabrics and other craft materials will be greatly appreciated and may be left in the vestry after October the 5th.  Please contact Betty Lewis (422-6257) or Gertrude Wildes (422-3539) for further information.
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Choir

Choir rehearsals have resumed, Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.  The Choir will be adding their anthems to our worship services from now until Christmas.  If you can only come for a few weeks or the entire time, please come and add your voice with ours.  New members are always welcomed.


Crop Walk

The 10th annual ecumenical CROP WALK of Hancock County will be held on Sunday, September 25th, starting at 2:00 p.m.  the theme for this year’s walk is: “Ending Hunger One Step at a time”.  The First congregational Church of 
Ellsworth will be hosting the Crop Walk this year.  Organizers hope to surpass the nearly $5,000 raised by last year’s walk.

Info and pledge sheets are in the Vestry.  Join us in taking a stand against hunger.


Church Council

Notably this year, Council took care of the tasks necessary in the process of bidding farewell to Rev. John Holt and welcoming our interim minister, Rev. Keith Bowie. Council has overseen the work of the various church committees (and other usual responsibilities) and established two ad hoc committees, Communications and Fellowship, based on the report of the Vision Committee earlier this year.  At our July meeting, we voted to send to a congregational vote the question of church sponsorship of a Habitat for Humanity house for the Alley family which was then approved by church members. Also of great significance, we stand at the threshold of the search for our permanent minister and met on September 6, 2011 with Rev. Susie Craig, Maine Conference Minister, who will provide some guidance to assist us in this.  This is 
Council – cont’d

an exciting and challenging time in the life of our church.  We look forward to our spiritual growth on the journey ahead!
Linda King, Chairperson


Wednesday Morning Study Group:

Rev. Bowie will lead a five-session series (September 21, 28, October 5, 12, and 19) utilizing the book “Behold I Do A New Thing: Transforming Communities of Faith” by C. Kirk Hadaway.  According to the author, “this book encourages the reader to begin a journey that will create the capacity for church renewal and revitalization.”  Call the Pastor for more information and/or to indicate that you will be coming.

Jesus was a Jew trying to reform his own religion.  What happened as Greeks reacted positively to him and he came to be called not only “Messiah,” but also “Son of God” and “Light of the World”?  What did Paul and John think it meant to be a “Christian”?  Phil Devenish will lead a five-session series (Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9. 16. 23) on Rudolf Bultmann’s classic study, Primitive Christianity in its Contemporary Setting, which addresses these and other issues as the church got its start.  Bultmann was the greatest New Testament scholar and theologian of the twentieth century, and Phil has just finished translating a German biography of him—with 2343 footnotes!—for publication in 2010.  Come, bring someone new—churchgoer or not!  Call Phil for more information or to reserve a spot (422-6445).
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COME ONE, COME ALL

To our only Bake Bean Supper for this season.  This will be held on Saturday, October 1, 2011, from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at the church, for only $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for children, ages 6-12, and children 5 and under Free.  You will receive a great dinner, featuring all you can eat bake beans, American chop suey, hot dogs, coleslaw, homemade rolls and homemade pie.  This will be served by a great staff of volunteers!

To make this event successful (raising lots of money for the church budget), we need you to volunteer your time (set up, take down, wash dishes, serve, etc.), bake pies or rolls, or donate items (food or money to buy needed items).  There will be a poster in the Vestry for you to sign up as to what you can do.

If you have any questions or if you wish to volunteer by phone, please call Priscilla Hirschenhofer, 422-3649. 


Boy Scouts

Boy Scout Troop 94, which is sponsored by our church, is again holding an ongoing bottle drive.  
Proceeds from this collection are used to fund activities: whitewater rafting, Scout camp, ski trips, canoe trips, and more.  For pickup of your returnable bottles and cans, call Cynthia Wood and David Wildes, 422-3739.  The scout families are grateful for your continuing support!


Search Committee Announcement from Council

Church Council met with Rev. Susie Craig on September 6th to discuss details of the search process for our permanent minister.  Our next step is to choose a Search Committee of seven members and two alternates.  Council is asking for nominations of church members and/or associate members for this committee to be submitted by mail (PO Box 443, Hancock, ME 04640) or placed in an envelope near the secretary’s office door off the vestry.  All nominations must be submitted by October 2nd.  Council will be setting a date in October for balloting at its regular meeting on September 15th.  When you consider a nomination, please keep in mind that the person should be representative of our congregation, willing to serve, and able to maintain confidentiality during the process, Remember that not all who are nominated will be on the committee.


Announcing 2011 Fall Support Groups
Hospice Volunteers of 
Hancock County

The following support groups for individuals or families who have lost a loved one are being offered this fall at the hospice house, 14 McKenzie Ave., Ellsworth:

Widow & Widowers –
 Bring Bag Lunch (10 weeks)
Fridays, October 7 –December 16, 11:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.   (Will not meet on November 11th, Veterans Day)

Parents Who Have Lost a Teen or Adult Children (7 weeks)

Fridays, September 23-November 2, 2:00-3:30 p.m.

Adults Who Have Lost a Parent or Sibling (7 weeks)
Thursday, October 6-November 17, 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Survivors of Loved Ones Who have Completed Suicide (6 weeks)
Mondays, October 17-November 21, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

In addition, a nine-week volunteer Bereavement Facilitator Training will be held on Tuesdays, October 11-December 6 from 3:30-7:00 p.m. at hospice House.  An interview is required for this training.  To register, or for more information, call the office at 667-2531.
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Recipe for contentment:

(1)  Health enough to make work a pleasure;

(2)  Wealth enough to support your needs;

(3)  Strength enough to battle with difficulties and     
       forsake them;

(4)  Grace enough to confess your sins and    
       overcome them;

(5)  Patience enough to toil until some good is 
       accomplished;

(6)  Charity enough to see some good in your   
       neighbor;

(7)  Love enough to move you to be useful and 
       helpful to others;

(8)  Faith enough to make real the things of God;

(9)  Hope enough to remove all anxious fears 
      concerning the future.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

