From the Minister

Long before we moved to Mount Desert Island, our friend and neighbor, Harry, made an observation that somehow stuck with me.  “It can get quite depressing up here in the winter,” he said.  Harry was right.  Indeed it can.  Anywhere, for that matter.  The merriment of December is fading.  As someone said, “Next to a circus there isn’t anything that packs up and tears out faster than the Christmas spirit.”  January is a long. cold tunnel of a month, grey in color, damp in character, and seemingly endless in duration.  Moreover, the good intentions with which we started the new year are now like dying flames of embers in the fireplace.  The good resolutions of most of us have turned out to be vain resolutions.  What to do?

I have been guided over the years by some sage advice that I don’t even remember where it came from: “To snap out of it, think of others.”  Trite and corny, yes.  But it does work.  When I’m too consumed with myself for my own good and my body is listless (major symptoms of depression), I pick up the phone and call someone and ask how they are doing.  What’s going on in their life?  Anything, you see, to get the mind to put the focus on others, not me.  Then, I get the body involved.  I take a walk or exercise and do whatever it takes to get up and move, move, move.  Sooner, rather than later, the ship that is my soul, which hung precariously to one side, has righted itself and it’s clear sailing ahead.  There is an added bonus.  I have the satisfaction of experiencing the wisdom of St. Paul in Philippians 2:4:  “Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”  You can bet that’s a sign of a vital, healthy, and growing congregation as well!                       
—Rev. Keith Bowie

Wednesday Morning Study Group Resumes

You are invited to participate in the Wednesday Morning Study Group starting January 30 at 9:00 am. The book we shall be discussing is "Christianity For The Rest of Us" by Diana Butler Bass.  Each weekly session goes approximately one hour and we will continue until the book is finished. The author served on the faculty of Virginia Theological Seminary and wrote a weekly column on religion for the New York Times syndicate from 1995 to 2000. She is a popular speaker at retreats and workshops across the country.  She cares deeply and is very hopeful about the future of mainline Protestant churches and debunks the myth that the only churches that are growing are Evangelical and Pentecostal. She discusses in detail ten characteristics shared by vital, progressive congregations.

The book contains a study guide and comes with several reflective questions for each chapter that will be utilized as a basis for discussion. The Pastor will guide the discussion and recommends the book for every member of the congregation. Come out and hear why the author is hopeful for the future of the mainline neighborhood church!

Choir on Break until Lent

Thanks to all who participated in choir September through December!   We will be taking a break for January and February and starting in again for Lent and Easter and continuing through June.  Please consider singing for a few Sundays in March as many of our regular choir members will be away.   Have a lovely winter.                       
—Debby Riley

WAYWARD CONGREGATIONALIST CHECK IN….

  It is amazing how widely scattered we become when temperatures drop in Maine and winter homes beckon.

Phil and Phoebe reported in from “down under”.  They do win the distance record for traveling the furthest to their New Zealand winter retreat.  Even though they are inverted in addition to being wayward, they say “all is well.”  They have been cleaning out the last of the overgrowth in the garden and enjoying the freshly painted look of the inside of their home, compliments of the Earthquake Commission.  Exciting news from the Devenish family is daughter, Miranda and family will be moving to Waldoboro, ME in late Jan.  Phoebe asked for “crossed fingers” as they EAGERLY await the results of an offer on a house in Waldoboro.  A wonderful new chapter awaits the Devenish family. 

Prayers are in order for the Doucette family that reside in Concord, NH.  Dennis wrote that Gretchen’s condition is stable but she continues to need help 24/7.  Although Dennis remains the primary care giver he does receive some help from the Visiting Nurses Assn.  They have two sons that live near and visit regularly to provide additional help.  He reported that his three sons (one lives in CN) made it possible for them to come to Hancock last year in August.  It was the highlight of their year.   Please take a look at this video on the internet:  http://vimeo.com/49333650   Featured is Rebecca, the Doucette’s daughter playing taps on Sept. 11 at the Presidio of Monterey where she is on active duty as a Military language Instructor at the Defense Language Institute.  She did a 10-month tour in Afghanistan in 2011 and was awarded a Bronze Star for meritorious service.  Dennis is happy to see the days lengthen as it is a signal summer is coming.  They are hoping to spend more time in Hancock this year.
 
Mimi Busch in Naples, FL reports that even though she is retired from her interior design business she has kept her creative juices flowing by doing holiday decorating for friends.  Now that the holidays are over, she can hardly wait to get back to Maine.

Lee Swift sends her greetings from North Carolina.  She celebrated Christmas in Connecticut with her daughter and four out of five grandchildren.  While there, they visited the Metropolitan Museum in New York.  Lee says she misses everyone and hopes to return for a visit in August if she can find a driver for her car.  Anybody have a son, daughter or friend in the south that would enjoy an August trek north to Maine?  Get in touch with Lee.
    
What a pleasure it was to hear from Jaimie Perry-Hudson who sent her greetings to all and had this to say:  “Brandon and I are living in Charlotte, NC.  We are both in school and working part time. Brandon will graduate with his A.S. in May.  He is also in the process of applying to the University of Rhode Island for their Marine Biology/Environment Conservation program.  I will graduate in Dec. with my M.A. in Clinical Mental Health Counseling.  We think of you often and are sorry we missed you last time we were up, just after Christmas, but service was cancelled due to snow.  I hope all are staying warm, safe and healthy.  Feel free to stay in contact via our email: perryhudson2@gmail.com.“      

Checking in from the far south, way down in Scarborough, ME, Beryl and Oliver Crosby tell us they are settling in nicely and enjoying their new home at Piper Shores. They have met many new and interesting friends.  As we all know, Piper Shores is lucky to have them as new residents.  However, they will have to share them for a few months in the summer when they intend to return to their home in Hancock. 
   
Jack Candy writes from McDonough, GA…”Came back to GA in late Oct. in time to start cooking for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  I found the 25 lbs. I lost this past summer.  (Sounds like mighty fine cooking) I have signed up for Social Security benefits, but will still keep my summer job at the bank.  I cannot wait to see what kind of summer we will have this year…collecting stuff for the church fair/yard sale.  Hope all are well and try to avoid the flu”  (Good advice)

 Not heeding it however, was Jack Hirschenhofer.  He checked in with “no news.”  The flu struck their home in Pennsylvania.  Although both Priscilla and Jack have recovered it took its toll on their Christmas celebration. Gina (Fuller) Tansey tells us that her family enjoyed a post Christmas visit from Grandma Sally Knapp and Uncle George and Aunt Beth Fuller at their home in Sydney, ME.   Her son Eamon, now 5, is loving his first year of Kennebec Montessori School in Fairfield.  In addition to Gina’s activities with her very active little boy she is chair of the “prayer shawl ministry” at Waterville Congregational Church.  If there are any knitters out there looking for a straightforward and purpose-filled knitting project this winter, please get in touch with Gina!  Her e-mail is: ginat@fairpoint.net.  

Grandma Sally Knapp wrote from State College, PA that she too enjoyed her post Christmas visit with family in N.H. and ME.  She reported that life is very different now since the passing of husband, Edgar but she is buoyed by all the expressions of love and friendship that have come her way.  Happily she reports son George Fuller is celebrating his 50th birthday by moving back to Sullivan this month.  He and wife Beth have bought the Frye House at 42 Tunk Lake Road.  Sally requests that we look for him around town and nudge him to revisit the church of his childhood.

Peggy Karns and husband, Ralph Johnston, are continuing to settle into their new home at Edgewater Retirement Community in North Andover, MA and love being back in the Greater Boston area.  Ralph had a partial re-do of his hip replacement at the end of Nov. and is coming along well.  Peggy has begun singing with the South Parrish (UCC) church choir in Andover and to make contacts with professional colleagues in the area.

 We (Cookie and Tony) are back home in Miami after a fun filled Christmas trip to cold windy Chicago where we visited 2 daughters and 5 of our 9 grandchildren.  I know we speak for all the “Wayward Tribe” in wishing everyone a very Happy New Year!   We look forward to reconnecting in Maine.    

Lenten schedule for 2013

February 13th:  There will be an Ash Wednesday Service and the distribution of ashes in the vestry at 7:00 pm.

Ellsworth Area Ministerial Association 2013 Lenten Services
Theme: "The Things That Make For Peace"
"If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes (Luke 19:42).

All services begin at 7:00 pm

February 20th at Union Congregational Church, Hancock
Rev. Nick Davis, First Congregational Church, Ellsworth, preaching

February 27th at Unitarian Universalist Church, Ellsworth
Rev. Amanda McCullough, Union Congregational Church, Ellsworth Falls, preaching

March 6th at Church of Life and Praise, Ellsworth
Rev. Priscilla Hukki, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, preaching

March 13th at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Ellsworth
Rev. Susan Yaruta-Young, United Methodist Church, Ellsworth, preaching

March 20th at Community of Christ Church, Ellsworth, preacher to be announced

The host church for the evening will provide refreshments.

Condolences

Our Condolences go out to Ronald and Sandra Libby on the death of their son, Russell, on December 9, 2012.

Our Condolences go out to the family of Augusta Marie Alexander who passed away December 30, 2012. 
                
Yoga Classes

Yoga classes are held on Thursday mornings from 8:30 - 10:00 AM in the church vestry.  The instructor is Mary Seward, a Kripalu certified yoga instructor. Please being a mat, light blanket, and a firm pillow.  Wear comfortable clothes.  The cost is $10. Beginners welcome.

Boy Scout Troop 94

The Scouts will attend the Klondike Derby at Maine Maritime Academy during the last weekend of January.  They built a snow sled and will compete in sled races as well as other skill building events. Everyone is hoping that all the snow does not melt before then so there will be enough for all the snow activities. 

The whole troop is working on the Family Life badge, which is one of the requirements for the Eagle rank.  Jackie Thurber,  who is the mother of an Eagle Scout, the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry director, and a long time scout volunteer, kindly agreed to be the merit badge counselor for this badge.  Scouting encourages the boys to work with volunteers outside of the troop to earn merit badges. 

They are looking forward to Camp Roosevelt again this summer. Several of the boys are working hard to earn extra money so they can attend more than 1 week of camp this year. They held a very successful bottle drive at the beginning of January.  As always, the troop is happy to pick up your bottle donations.  To schedule a pickup, call David Wildes or Cynthia Wood at 422-3739.  
—Cynthia Wood
