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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…
On October 18, 1014 the Maine Conference voted to adopt the Moving Forward Together Strategic Plan.  Central to this plan is the goal of building relationships between the Conference, the Associations, and the local congregations.  With over 150 churches across the state, it wasn’t possible for the Conference Staff to have a close personal relationship with each congregation.  Conference Ministers were spending too much time driving too many miles to visit churches and Associations.
So now the churches of the Conference have been carefully organized into Circles, over 30 circles with three to five churches in each Circle.  Conference Deacons have been enlisted to voluntarily serve each of these Circles, building relationships where little or none existed.  Our local Circle is comprised of five area churches: Hancock, Ellsworth Falls, Ellsworth, Dedham, and Bucksport.  Our Conference Deacon is Rev. Gerry Gregersen, a member of the Somesville UCC congregation in Somesville.  Gerry was formerly Program Director for Hospice Volunteers of Hancock County before recently retiring from that position.  These Conference Deacons have three primary ministries: ministries of presence, encouragement, and intercession.

In a ministry of presence, the goal is to build a sense of connectedness and trust.  So from time to time Gerry may be joining us in worship or attending a significant congregational event or program within our church.  She will listen and share in the joys, accomplishments, and challenges that we face.

Building upon the ministry of presence, there will be a great opportunity for a Conference Deacon to share the gift of encouragement.  A Conference Deacon can:

· Share what other churches are doing across the Conference and from other areas of the United Church of Christ.

· Act as a resource to share and/or find help for a pressing need of the churches within the circle.

· Work together across Church Circles to share the news of, and the invitation to take part in mission, learning or fellowship events.

· Help the congregations within the Church Circle to consider coming together in various ways for mission, worship, study, service or fellowship.

And, perhaps, most important of all is to hold one another in prayer.  In this way the congregations within each Church Circle can encourage and be present for and with each other within the Circles and across the entire Conference.

I hope this article has helped us to become aware of what a Conference Deacon is and does.  This is an exciting new ministry that will help us better connect with the wider church.  Stay tuned for further details!








  Rev. Keith Bowie
[image: image1.emf]The Blessing of the Animals

10 AM – Sunday – October 4

a child-friendly service at

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF HANCOCK

United Church of Christ

In the spirit of Saint Francis
All types of pets welcome!

In the church parking lot – dress for the weather.

1368 Route 1, Hancock
HARVEST DINNER
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The Deacons have taken the lead on a Harvest Dinner, a joint fund raising project with the Next Step Domestic Violence Project.  The date is set for Saturday, October 24th and it will be held here at our church.  The plan is to serve TURKEY!  This is a big undertaking for an important cause and there are many ways that YOU can join in.  We need volunteers to join with volunteers from Next Step to prepare and serve the meal.  We also volunteers to cook turkeys at home.  And we would like to have someone play the piano in the sanctuary while people wait to be called in for their meal. If those opportunities don’t fit your skills set or time availability, there will be a potato peeling party on Friday, October 23rd.  Supplies and food contributions will also be needed (it takes a lot of cranberry sauce to feed 100+ people).  If you have any of these skills or a willingness to contribute in any way, please speak with one of the Deacons or call the church office.  Watch for sign up sheets in the fellowship hall.  And tell your friends and neighbors to come and join us for a Turkey Harvest Dinner on Saturday, October 24th!
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HANDBELL CHOIR
We need you! The handbell choir is starting Fall rehearsals, and we are short one (or two) ringers.  I am excited about the music I have ordered for Thanksgiving and Christmas but we can't play it without at least one more person!  Please consider joining us this Sunday after church. (If you can count, you can ring).   Thanks.                         -Pat Summerer
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                              FALL RUMMAGE SALE
The Pilgrim Guild will hold its annual Fall Rummage Sale on Saturday, November 7th from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm.  Set up will be Friday, November 6th at 9:00 am.

Your donations of gently used clothing for men, women and children are needed and will be greatly appreciated.  Clothing accessories, bedding, towels, fabric, curtains and yarn will also be sold.  

Donation can be brought to the church during the week of November 1st.  Your time to organize the sale and goods to sell are urgently needed.  Please call Gertrude Wildes at 422-3539 if you can help in any way.








  -Gertrude Wildes

PASTORAL RELATIONS
It has been nearly a year since Keith Bowie came to us as Interim Pastor.  The Council is beginning to discuss our next year in terms of pastoral leadership and have asked Darren Morgan from the Maine Conference to visit on October 18th to talk with us about our options, including continuing with Keith for a while longer. As far as I know, most of the Council are not interested in rushing into another pastoral search, most of our members are happy with Keith’s work and Keith is generally comfortable in his current role as part time pastor.   If you have specific feedback for the Pastoral Relations Committee or for the Council to take into consideration as we make plans for our pastoral leadership in 2016, please contact Keith or any of the members of the these committees.                                   -Barbara Reeve, Chair of Council
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CHURCH LEADERS

As leaders in the church, I urge you to sign up to receive the Maine Conference UCC e-newsletter called ACE (All Church E-Mail), if you have not already done so. You will then receive ACE a couple times a month. It's very easy to do: Go to www.maineucc.org and at the welcome page near the bottom, there is a place to sign up.

With a new Conference Minister soon to be installed, with Darren Morgan coming here on October 18th, it is an exciting time to be part of the Conference. Remember, WE help make up the Conference.








            Rev. Keith Bowie

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Christian Education has an exciting fall planned for the children. Judi Crowley will continue to

teach three Sundays a month. Dianne Eckhardt has returned and will teach one Sunday a

month. Please welcome Dianne back and thank Judi for continuing to teach.

Once a month, the Christian Education Committee has scheduled a special event for the

children. In September they will tie-dye tee shirts. The children have grown a size larger since

we did this a year ago. It’s time to do it again.
October will include a field trip to the old Hancock School which Pat and Richard Moll have

restored. The children have learned about the early Christians meeting in each other’s homes

rather than in church buildings. A visit to a one room school can show them how other things,

such as schools, have also changed over time.
In November, Judi Crowley will help them make cranberry relish so that they can bring

something to their Thanksgiving tables. We want to help them feel like they have made a

contribution to dinner.
December is a time for music. We have asked if the children may sing with the choir for one

Sunday. Again, we want them to feel like they are contributing to the worship service.
Adult education consists of more than an interesting, thought provoking evening once a week. It

is a place where one is free to look deeply into one’s faith, ask questions without answers, and

know that the group respects and supports each other in a search for a better understanding of

God, scripture, and what it means to be a Christian in today’s world. In August, many from the

group and others in the congregation went to Pilgrim Lodge. It was such a good experience that

we may make it an annual event.

The Sunday School room has been painted. Stop by to see the colorful changes.

                                                                                                                              -Nancy Cooledge
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Congratulations go out to Dennis and Linda King on the birth of their grandson, Dylan Kevin King born August 14th to Clancy and Jaimie King.
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Congratulations go out to Earl and Betty Johnston on the birth of their great granddaughter, Macey Ann Johnston on September 18th.
        Congratulations to the entire Bowie family on the Baptism of Lia Rose Bowie
        and Evelyn Marie Bowie on August 16, 2015.
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Our condolences go out to Dianne Eckhardt on the recent passing of her husband Roger on July 9th.
Our condolences go out to Marcia Stratton and Ruth Butters and families on the recent passing of their mother, Florence Belliveau on August 5th.  

Our condolences go out to Betty Lewis and family on the recent passing of her husband, Charlie on September 13th.
Church Fair and Yard Sale - A Big Thank You!
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Thanks to the generosity of many helpers and donors, plus perfect weather, our annual Church Fair and Yard Sale held on August 1st was a fantastic success.  Our cooperative spirit and abundant teamwork resulted in a profit of $9549.72 for our church budget.  Thanks to everyone for your support and participation.  Next year we'll do it again on Saturday August 6th.  Save the date!

                                                                                                              -David Wildes
THANK YOU
I am on the mend, and I hope to be back in Hancock in 2016, Thanks for all the calls, cards, and facebook updates. I am so glad the fair was such a success, and that you all are doing well. Who ever got my Zucchini from Austin this year, don't get used to it, I will need it next season.....just saying...                                                                                                       much love, Jack Candy
Union Congregational Church UCC
1368 US Hwy 1

Hancock, Maine  04640
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